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Chapter 2: Diversity: From Simple to C

Plant-like Protists

[Section 2.4

Organisms in phylum Pyrrophyta are also called dinoflagellates.
Two flagella, extending at right angles on the organism, produce a
spinning movement during locomotion.

cause great algal blooms. While dinoflagellates are photosynthetic,

i
When food is plentiful, these organisms reproduce quickly and
some live in mutualistic relationships with coral.

Dinoflagellates, such as
Gonyaulaxcatenella, can
cause red tides, during
which many marine
organisms can die and
shellfish can become toxic.
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Plant-like Protists
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